
 

From: Roland Lebrun 
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2026 5:23 PM 
To: MTC-ABAG Info 
Cc: VTA Board Secretary 
Subject: Fw: October 28, 2026 MTC Commission Item 9a. Express Lanes Strategic 
Planning Introduction  

*External Email* 

Dear Chair Noack and Commissioners, 

Further to Mayors Turner and Bozzo's letter to the October 16 VTA Workshop (attached for 
your convenience), please consider directing staff to conduct an audit of VTA planners' 
current prioritization of HOV to Express Lane conversions ahead of the construction of 
Express Lanes in disadvantaged communities south of San Jose who have been literally 
forced out of Santa Clara County because of the lack of affordable housing .   

As an example, it is unclear why VTA is prioritizing Express Lanes in sections of freeways 
(slide 28) which are less congested than in 2019 over the 25-mile section of 101 between 
San Jose and Gilroy which has essentially ground to a halt because there is still no viable 
transit alternative after multiple (2000 and 2016) sales tax measures allegedly intended to 
address voter's desperate needs followed by decades of neglect. 
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Morgan Hill Mayor Mark Turner  

 



https://youtu.be/lJE8Zw_jCN0?t=8909 

 

Mark Turner 2:08:32  

Yes, I do, colleagues. I want to start by telling exactly what I'm going to be asking for today, 
and then take a few minutes to explain why. And first of all, I want to just bring to your 
attention the letter that you may have received from both Mayor Bozzo and myself. If you 
haven't had time to read that, I'd appreciate you taking the time to kind of check that out. 
When we set the next express lane priority, I'm asking that we put money behind the project 
that is ready, and that it finishes the network that we've already built. That project, of course 
is the U.S. 101 Express Lane at SR 85 South through Gilroy.  

And let me start with readiness because I think that does matter most. A large part of this 
corridor is already environmentally cleared. The portion of Phase Seven from 101 at 85 
South to Dunn Avenue in Morgan in Morgan Hill is cleared and ready for design, so we're not 
asking to start from scratch. We're really just asking to finish the job. South County has 
been asking for this for nearly two decades . Back in 2020, Morgan Hill told MTC 
plainly, our number one and highest priority is expanding Highway 101 with an express 
lane to Highway 25 . We called 101 in South County exactly what it is, and that is the 
bottleneck. Our ask hasn't changed in all these years, and I'm not asking alone. Morgan Hill 
and Gilroy are partnered on this. South County cities agree on this, and there's really a 
simple reason we agree, and that is because we don't have really any other options? 
Caltrain service between Gilroy, Morgan Hill, and San Jose runs on a limited peak 
direction schedule. Union Pacific owns those tracks, and it limits how many trains we 
can add . And quite frankly, if the regional transit measure fails, this could end train 
service to South County. There is no parallel freeway. There's no light rail. There are no 
other real options for those of us in South County. We don't have alternative routes, and we 
don't have light rail options. South County has one road, so when 101 stops, South 
County stops . I also want to put this in the bigger picture because this isn't a standalone 
project. It's the missing piece of a system that we've already paid for. Phase four is under 
construction right now on 85 to the 101 85 interchange, and it opens in 2028. Phase six 
brings express lanes on 101 down to 85 with construction from 2028 to 2031. But without 
South County, the whole system dead ends into South San Jose, right where the worst 
part of the commute begins . We'd be building a network that stops just short of the 
people who need it most . This is also a practical project with a modest footprint. We're 
talking about a single express lane in each direction from the end of the Morgan Hill carpool 
lanes down to 101 State Route 25 interchange, it widens pavements within the existing right 
of way. It doesn't take anyone's home, and it ties into the 101 25 interchange that we're 
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already building , which is one of the most congested spots in our area because of 
growth in South County and San Benito County , and you'll see those figures in the letter 
that Mayor Bozzo and I wrote. And that growth is coming, whether we plan for it or not . 
We're all experiencing it. We're all getting to see what that's like. State housing mandates 
are putting 1000s of new units in South County, including roughly 2,200 builder remedy 
units, right on the border of Morgan Hill. 14 of the 20 builder remedy projects that Director 
Arenas mentioned earlier are right on the border of Morgan Hill. An additional 2,200 housing 
units. We can build capacity now, or we can manage gridlock later . Finally, this project 
gives back express lanes, create a new revenue stream for transportation, including public 
transit, and quite frankly, bus routes 68 and 568 that run to Gilroy are some of the highest 
ridership numbers that VTA has.  

Mark Turner 2:12:30  

A heavily used corridor with no alternatives is exactly where express lanes earn the 
most, and that revenue supports the transit every board member here cares about . So 
let me close where I started. South County has done everything this board has asked 
for. We planned, we've cleared, we've partnered, and we've waited . Prioritizing one isn't 
choosing one city over another. It's finishing the network, serving their residents who have 
no other way to get to work, and putting our money where the project is ready. So I'm asking 
for your support on that. Thank you.  

In closing, I would like to yield my time to Mayor Mark Turner during public comment if he is 
available and, if not, I am wondering if it would be possible to replay his address to the VTA 
Board of Directors: https://youtu.be/lJE8Zw_jCN0?t=8909 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Roland Lebrun 

PS. Going back to slide 28, please note the 4 red dots on highway 280 between highway 85 
and highway 87 which beg the question why is the BART extension going to Santa Clara 
instead of Cupertino?  
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